Rocking Chair Serenade (2013)

for string orchestra

Robert Carl



Commissioned by and dedicated to The Wintergreen Music Festival, and its director,
Larry Alan Smith, as part of my 2013 composer residency

Instrumentation:
String Orchestra:
Violin I
Violin 2
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

[Contrabass should have C extension or be 5-string]

Suggested numbers: 5-5-4-4-1, or multiples thereof.

Duration: c. 13’

Descriptive note:

For all my life I've been in a rocking chair at some time during the day. It's an eccentricity,
I know (I recently realized that every room in my house--except the bathrooms!--has one).

It probably comes from the fact of my mother rocking me as a child, and also something deep
in the DNA of my Southern roots.

When I was invited to Wintergreen and we agreed on a new work, I realized it was time
for me to celebrate this essential part of my life. And so the Rocking Chair Serenade emerged.
I hope its spirit comes in part from evenings spent with my parents and maternal grandparents
on a porch in Alabama, watching the dusk fall on Lookout Mountain. And as I wrote it 1
imagined similar scenes in the Blue Ridge.

The piece is a theme with six variations. Each (but the last) is in turn divided into two
sections, which I think of inhalation/exhalation, or a rocker's oscillation. (The variations
themselves also alternate between more abstract and lyrical/tuneful). As the piece nears its end,
lindulge in a little self-quotation, using a melody from a 1987 piece for a singing pianist,
Warm Waxing Wail, that I've always thought had a similar “front porch” quality.

Of course there are moments of some intensity and flights of abstract fancy in the work,
but then I often find myself dreaming off into strange realms while rocking...

Robert Carl
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for string orchestra

Theme (J = 72) (Spacious, leisurely, "breathing" on each note)
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