Symphony No.5, “Land” (2013)

Robert Carl



Written with deep appreciation for the Hartt Philharmonia, Edward Cumming, conductor

And dedicated to The Land Institute, Wes Jackson, director, in honor
of its courageous work to “reboot the earth”

The Wintergreen Music Festival (Rosedale, VA) and the Ragdale Foundation (Lake Forest, IL)
are thanked for providing the ideal circumstances for gestation and completion of this work

Movements:

1. Open Prairie

Il. High Plains

Ill.  A. Facing Mountains
B.1 Shimmering Mists
B.2 Wildflower Meadow
B.3 Storm Fronts
C. Scaling

1V. Above the Tree Line

V. Land Beyond

Instrumentation:

3 Flutes (#3 doubling piccolo)

3 Oboes

3 Clarinets in Bb

3 Bassoons (#3 doubling contrabassoon)

Alto Saxophone in Eb

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C
2 Tenor Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani (4 Drums: 297 26", 247, 227)

Percussion:
#1: 4 Bongos, 4 Temple Blocks, Orchestral Chimes, Suspended Cymbal
#2: 2 Woodblocks, Snare Drum, Slapstick, Tam-Tam, Glockenspiel, Suspended Cymbal
#3: 4 Tom-Toms, Suspended Cymbal, Metal Wind Chimes (also plays Tam-Tam)
#4: Bass Drum, Marimba, Vibraphone, Suspended Cymbal

Keyboard (Piano/Celesta)

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

Duration: c. 21’
This is a transposing score.

Descriptive note:

My Fifth Symphony, “Land”, emerged from the act of driving (repeatedly) across the
American midsection, in particular from the central prairie to the Rocky Mountains. The scale
and drama of this landscape has inspired me as I've become familiar with it. The prairie and
High Plains are not at all flat,; they are the rolling waves of the base of a prehistoric sea, and
their geography has a drama equal to that of the mountains upon whose shore they crash
westward. The work’s five movements reflect this terrain-progression, and the central (and
largest) movement further subdivides into a series of different mountain vistas and landscapes.

But the work is not meant to be a literal portrait or tone poem. It takes this
geography as a starting point to evoke images and sensations that can only come from music,
and point beyond the physical surface towards something “other”. The entire piece is clearly a
sort of ascension. in register, timbre, harmony. By the time the final movement is reached,
we 've gone beyond land into somewhere different and transcendent. I like to think of it as a
cross between the Buddhist Pure Land and the Celestial Country of Charles Ives.

---Robert Carl
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